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News & Notes

Rabbi’s Message

share this touching poem as well.

| am the flag of the United States of America.
My name is Old Glory.
| fly atop the world’s tallest buildings.
| stand watch in America’s halls of justice.
| fly majestically over institutions of learning.
| stand guard with power in the world.
Look up and see me.
| stand for peace, honor, truth and justice.
| stand for freedom.
| am confident.
| am arrogant.
| am proud.
When | am flown with my fellow banners,
My head is a little higher,
My colors a little truer.
| bow to no one!
| am recognized all over the world.
| am worshipped - | am saluted.
I am loved - | am revered.
| am respected - and | am feared.
| have fought in every battle of every war for more than 200
years. | was flown at Valley Forge, Gettysburg, Shiloh and
Appomattox.
| was there at San Juan Hill, the trenches of France,
in the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome and the beaches of

Normandy.

As we look forward to the Fourth of July, to spend quality time with our family, friends and
neighbors, it behooves us to remember what Independence Day is all about.

| discovered this poem, which filled me with even a deeper love for America and all it stands for.
Perhaps at your barbeques and afternoon celebrations, you might wish to take a few moments and

Guam, Okinawa, Korea and KheSan, Saigon, Vietnam know

me.

I’m presently in the mountains of Afghanistan and the hot and

dusty deserts of Iraq and wherever freedom is needed.
| led my troops, | was dirty, battleworn and tired,
But my soldiers cheered me and | was proud.
| have been burned, torn and trampled on the streets of
countries | have helped set free.
It does not hurt for | am invincible.
| have been soiled upon, burned, torn and trampled in the
streets of my country.
And when it’s done by those Whom I’ve served in battle - it
hurts.
But | shall overcome - for | am strong.
| have slipped the bonds of Earth and stood watch over the
uncharted frontiers of space from my vantage point on the
moon.
| have borne silent witness to all of America’s finest hours.
But my finest hours are yet to come.
When | am torn into strips and used as bandages for my
wounded comrades on the battlefield,
When | am flown at half-mast to honor my soldier,
Or when | lie in the trembling arms of a grieving parent
at the grave of their fallen son or daughter,

| am proud.

Notes of Thanks

% The synagogue offers its utmost thanks to Lois Lawrence of Smithfield Valley, who decided that it was time to retire

from her regular cleaning job last month. Lois has been a diligent, dedicated employee of Beth David for many years,

and we all will miss her friendship and thoughtfulness.

% The Board also gratefully acknowledges Pamela Haft for her dedicated work as our Corresponding Secretary, sending

out handwritten notes and acknowledgements whenever necessary.
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Rabbi Jon & Jean Haddon
Barbara & Mort Klaus

Join Us...

Please join the Beth David Congregation
Community Room Renewal Committee
Jan & Fred Cohen
David Grossman
Faith & Mark Hochberg
Billy Saster

Renee Blank

Gwen Greene

David Stone
Carl Chaiet

Toby Raymond
Jonathan Wechsler
for cocktails
Saturday, July 17, 2010
5-7pm

at the home of Mort and Barbara Klaus

13 Surdan Mountain Rd., Sharon, CT.

RSVP: tobylynn@optonline.net
No solicitations will occur at this event
Directions to the site:

Just prior to the gas station make left on Calkinstown Rd. (0.7 mile)
At first right, turn to Jewitt Hill Rd. (0.7 mile)
At fork, bear right, then left to Sharon Mt. Rd. (2.8 miles)
Look for mailboxes on left as Sharon Mt Rd. becomes East Street Surdan Mt Rd.
Take left to Surdan Mt. Rd. (dirt road 0.3 mile).

News from the Treasurer

The following are donations we received since they were last published
in our May newsletter:

Pamela Haft-In loving memory of my husband, Abner P. Slatt.
Toby Raymond-Building Fund - In memory of my grandmother
Helen Zinick.

Irma Rosenson-In celebration of Daniel Rosenson’s 90th
birthday.

If your garden produces flowers you wish to share
with the Congregation, please get in touch with a
Board member and arrange to bring them into the
synagogue for one of the upcoming services. This

gesture would be greatly appreciated.

Would you like to host a Saturday oneg? If so, please just let one of the Board Members know which service you are

interested in, and if you have any need of assistance with it!

Jackie Mason to Perform in Poughkeepsie

Our Vice-President, Mel Eiger, was kind enough to let us know that
Jackie Mason is doing a show on August 8 (at 8 PM) at the Bananas
Comedy Club in Poughkeepsie, NY. Reservations can be made by phoning
(845) 462-3333. “If you've never seen Jackie live, treat yourself ~ he's a
true joy!”

News from Our Membership Chair

July 1" begins our annual membership drive for
2010-2011. Enclosed is the membership form
which we urge you to fill out and return with
your dues to Beth David in the next month.

As we all know, it has been a most successful
year for Beth David.

The selection of Rabbi Hon Haddon was a
fortuitous choice. The Rabbi brings over 25
years of experience as a Cantor and, more
recently, a Senior Rabbi in Ridgefield’s 600
member congregation, Sheirith Israel. His Beth
David services have been applauded by all
attendees for their spirit and warmth,
inspirational music and pertinent sermons.

A new door between the sanctuary and the
Community Room was finally built; adding
needed convenience and safety without
changing the beauty of the Synagogue.

Yom  Kippur’s Breakfast and Passover
celebrations were conducted with record
participation and enjoyment by all.

New programs - Interfaith Services, Mitzvah
Day, and Veteran’s Remembrance Day
furthered our goal of community involvement.

Use of the Community Room increased with the
senior support group - As Life Changes - 16-
session program; continuing its third year. The
group is diverse in gender, age, religious
affiliation, and marital status.

The Community Room was also made available
to other area non-profit groups, such as the
Amenia Library and the Lions Club.

On July 17, a cocktail party for all members
will be held at the magnificent home of Mr. and
Mrs. Mort Klaus of Sharon CT. Potential new
members and friends of present congregants
are welcome to attend and meet our Board,
and wonderful Rabbi.

So, join us again as a member for the next
year! We are a small congregation in size, but
huge in warmth. We are more than
congregants; we are friends, providing a
sanctuary from the pressures of everyday life.

Renee Blank
Membership Chair






